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retained-chemicals storage can also be a clearinghouse for standing re-
quests for excess chemicals. Some institutions have found that they get
standing requests from their laboratories for certain chemicals that be-
come unneeded in their other laboratories.

Arrangements may also be possible for exchange of unneeded chem-
icals among institutions. For example, exchange, donation, or sale at a
nominal price of unopened containers might be arranged between lab-
oratories that are located near each other or among academic institutions
that operate under a common administration. The possibility of dis-
posing of unneeded chemicals through a regional chemical exchange
should also be considered:

Industrial laboratories sometimes donate unneeded chemicals to nearby
academic institutions, and this practice is to be encouraged. However,
to avoid loading the recipient with unneeded chemicals, it is best to
have a staff member of the academic institution visit to select those
reagents that the institution can use. Remember that chemicals being
exchanged between institutions are subject to DOT regulations on pack-
ing, labeling, and transporting (see Chapter 8).

It can be feasible to exchange or donate unopened or partially used
samples of chemicals that are in their original containers, provided that

1.  The donor has a control system that gives reasonable assurance of
the identity of the chemical, and

2.  The recipient accepts full responsibility for the identity and quality
of such chemicals.

A retained-chemicals storage or exchange should not accept chemicals
that are capable of forming dangerous peroxides (Appendix I, Table
I.I, classes 1-7) unless they are known to contain inhibitors.

V. USE OF UNNEEDED CHEMICALS AS FUEL

The heat of combustion of certain types of organic chemicals can be
partially recovered by adding them in small quantities to the fuel feed
of the institution's power- or steam-generating unit. In general, this
procedure can be applied to hydrocarbons and oxygen- or nitrogen-
containing compounds. Compounds that contain halogen or sulfur should
not be so burned, except as minor contaminants of an acceptable chem-
ical type. Absolutely excluded should be highly toxic compounds, ex-
plosives, compounds with a low flash point, and organometallics. Pro-
cedures for this method of disposal are given in Chapter 9.